Managing feeding problems and feeding disorders.
On the basis of strong research evidence, feeding problems and feeding disorders are common,especially in children who have developmental disabilities. (1) (3) On the basis of strong research evidence, a variety of prenatal, medical, environmental, behavioral, and parental factors contribute to childhood feeding disorders. (1) (3) On the basis of some research evidence plus consensus, many feeding problems are preventable or easily treated.On the basis of strong research evidence, left untreated, feeding disorders may result in complications, including aspiration pneumonitis,failure to thrive, and parent-child conflict. On the basis of some research evidence plus consensus,treatment of feeding disorders improves nutritional status, growth, feeding safety, and quality of life.